The use of segmental pressure index and transcutaneous oxygen tension in the diagnosis of peripheral arterial occlusive disease in geriatric patients.
Twenty elderly patients of both sexes complaining of exercise--induced or rest pain in limbs were studied in order to evaluate the presence of peripheral vascular occlusive disease (PAOD). The analysis of results was made on the basis of segmental pressure index (SPI) and transcutaneous oxygen pressure measurement (TcPO2). Seventeen limbs fell into the category of critical vascular insufficiency with TcPO2 below 30 mm Hg. In 10 limbs SPI volumes could not be obtained due to technical problem to take adequate Doppler signal equal to systolic pressure in a segment of the limb. We failed to find a good correlation between both techniques of measurements used.